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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8, and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Garin (US 6427120.) 

3. With respect to claim 1 Garin discloses a method of setting an internal clock in a 
GPS-equipped mobile communication device when the mobile communication device is 
not in a digital service area, comprising: powering-up the mobile communication device; 
and determining whether digital service is available, activating a GPS receiver in the 
mobile communication device (the GPS receiver would not be active while the device is 
powered down. Upon powering-up the device the GPS receiver would become active.); 
and, if digital service is not available, detecting a GPS time signal from any GPS 
satellite. (Column 6 lines 34-44 discuss the device receiving signals from GPS satellites 
which would necessarily include a GPS time signal. Additionally column 5 lines 54-65 
discuss where information, including time, is processed in GPS data center, 312, and 
upon request transmitted to the device. The transmission means can be either digital 
services or GPS services depending on operating mode. Garin discloses several 
operating modes, column 6-9. When the device is turned on in network based mode, 
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column 7 lines 40-54, the device will search for digital service. If no digital service can 
be found the device is capable of automatically switching to a GPS mode and searching 
for a GPS signal as discussed in column 8 lines 27-38. Additionally the device is 
provided with a Reverse Aiding mode, column 8 lines1-4, in which the device functions 
in a mode reverse to that of the Network Aided Mode, column 6 lines 55-67 and 
continued in column 7 lines 1-39. In the Reverse Aiding mode, RA, the device functions 
primarily in a networked based mode with GPS information assistance.) 

4. With respect to claim 2 Garin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein said 
determining includes determining whether digital service is available by determining the 
elapsed time from the last receipt of a digital service contact (column 8 lines 62-67 and 
column 9 lines 1-3, gps signal is digital.) 

5. With respect to claim 4 Garin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein said 
detecting includes detecting after a pre-determined period of time, a GPS time signal to 
update the internal clock in the mobile communication device (column 12 lines 6-67 
discusses a time update method for the device. In this method the GPS time signal is 
relayed by means of a cell tower to the device for the purpose of updating the internal 
clocks. The pre-determined period of time could refer to the time required to power up 
the device before it begins to search for a time signal or it could refer to the pre- 
determined amount of elapsed time, column 8 liens 62-67 and column 9 lines 1-3, 
before the device automatically changes modes, i.e. from a GPS only mode, 
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standalone, to a mode where it communicated with digital services, network aided 
mode.) 

6. With respect to claim 5 Garin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein said 
detecting includes detecting a difference between the GPS time signal and the internal 
clock time, and, if the difference exceeds a pre-determined value, updating the internal 
clock time as a function of the GPS time signal (column 13 lines 10-30. The time 
transfer periodicity is determined as a product of the varying difference between the 
GPS signal time and the internal GPS clock, by means of the Allan variance.) 

7. With respect to claim 6 Garin discloses the method of claim 1 wherein a user 
interface is provided to allow the user to regulate the GPS time adjustment (column 8 
lines 35-40.) 

8. With respect to claim 8 Garin discloses a method of setting an internal clock in a 
GPS-equipped mobile communication device when the mobile communication device is 
not in a digital service area, comprising: determining whether digital service is available, 
including determining whether digital service is available by determining the elapsed 
time from the last receipt of a digital service contact, and, if digital service is not 
available, activating a GPS receiver in the mobile communication device (the GPS 
receiver would not be active while the device is powered down. Upon powering-up the 
device the GPS receiver would become active.); and detecting a GPS time signal from a 
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single GPS satellite. (Garin discloses several operating modes, column 6-9. When the 
device is turned on in network-based mode, column 7 lines 40-54, the device will search 
for digital service. If no digital service can be found the device is capable of 
automatically switching to a GPS mode and searching for a GPS signal as discussed in 
column 8 lines 27-38. The determination of signal availability is discussed in column 8 
lines 62-67 and column 9 lines 1-3. While this particular section discusses trying to 
determine the availability of a GPS signal in standalone mode, the same method be 
being applied to determine network availability is in network based mode.) 

9. With respect to claim 10 Garin discloses the method of claim 8 wherein said 
detecting includes detecting after a pre-determined period of time, a GPS time signal to 
update the internal clock in the mobile communication device (column 8 lines 62-67 and 
column 9 lines 1-3.) 

10. With respect to claim 1 1 Garin discloses the method of claim 8 wherein said 
detecting includes detecting a difference between the GPS time signal and the internal 
clock time, and, if the difference exceeds a pre-determined value, updating the internal 
clock time as a function of the GPS time signal (column 14 lines 36-42.) 

1 1 . With respect to claim 12 Garin discloses the method of claim 8 wherein a user 
interface is provided to allow the user to regulate the GPS time adjustment (column 8 
lines 35-40.) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Garin (US 6427120) in view of Brunts (US 5724316.) 

14. With respect to claims 7 and 13 Garin discloses the methods of claims 1 and 8 
respectively, which further includes detecting location from plural GPS satellites (column 
6 lines 34-44.) 

Garin does not disclose determining local time as a function of the GPS time signal and 
location. 

Brunts teaches determining local time as a function of the GPS time signal and location 
(column 2 lines 44-64.) 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to add a 
time zone database to Garin's device and to determine local time as a function of GPS 
time signal and location as taught by Brunts. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to determine local time in the case 
that a cellular signal is unavailable. 
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15. Claims 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Garin (US 6427120) in view of Lurey (US 6009130.) 

16. With respect to claim 3 and 9 Garin discloses the method of claim 1 and 8 
respectively. Garin does not disclose wherein said determining includes determining 
whether digital service is available by scanning for all possible digital channels. 
Scanning all channels to determine signal availability is well known in the art. Most 
modern car radios perform this function by means of the scan button. Most TV's 
automatically scan all the channels to determine availability when turned on. 
Additionally Lurey teaches scanning all the possible digital channels to determine 
availability (column 13 line 67 and column 14 lines 1-2.) 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
program Garin's device to scan all possible channels in order to determine digital 
service availability. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to determine whether or not there is 
a signal without overlooking a particular channel. 



Response to Arguments 

17. Applicant's arguments filed 6/16/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 
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18. Applicant argues that "120, col. 5, lines 54-65, describes use of a GPS signal 
from a data center, but does not relate the use of the GPS time signal to the absence of 
a digital service signal - which, of course, would not work at all, e.g., if there is not digital 
service signal in 120, it cannot relay the GPS information. This is where 120 is the 
reverse of the method of the invention, because, if the MCD of K 120 cannot receive a 
GPS signal, one is sent to it from a central facility, whereas if the MCD of the method of 
the invention cannot receive a digital service signal, it activates its GPS receiver to 
determine a proper time setting." Applicant is reading limitations to the claim language 
that are not there. The claim language of claim 1 does not recite any limitation requiring 
the device to determine time from a GPS signal, which it appear that Garin's device 
does not do. The claim language merely requires the device to DETECT the time signal. 
This the Garin device does do. The basic operation of a GPS requires the GPS to 
detect and compare the received time signals from a GPS satellite. The limitation 
requiring the method/device to determine local time as a function of GPS time signals is 
recited in claims 7 and 13. Please see the 103 rejection to claims 7 and 13, wherein the 
examiner states that "Garin does not disclose determining local time as a function of the 
GPS time signal and location." 

1 9. Applicant asserts that the Garin reference fails to teach "activating a GPS 
receiver in the mobile communication device." Examiner disagrees. The claim language 
does not recite the limitations the applicant implies. Namely the claim language does 
not state activating the GPS receiver only when there is no cell signal. 
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Conclusion 

20. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Kayes whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8931 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kammie Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/738,936 



Page 10 



Art Unit: 2841 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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